
I don’t trust Gemini, but…

LLMs are getting better and better so I decided to give them a shot and let them access my machine.
What does that mean? Claude offers an application you can install on your machine so LLMs can di‑
rectly work with your local files. Gemini came up with Gemini CLI which is exactly what I would prob‑
ably use (because of the CLI), but…
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https://claude.com/download
https://geminicli.com/


Figure 1: AI deleting files
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Letting AI into your codebase

AI is an amazing tool ‑ if you know how to use it. Inviting AI into your codebase can be a huge step
forward ‑ or a disaster. Being paranoid is totally justified in this particular case. The question here is
“How to let AI in but be cautious?”.

AI in a container

My ideawas to runGemini CLI in a container/sandbox and have control overwhat AI has access to and
what it can actually modify. Gemini CLI comes with an -s parameter that promises to run the entire
process inside a Docker container. Since paranoia is justified here, I skipped this option and rather
went the “custom container” way instead. Gemini CLI also offers it’s own container but it didn’t work
as of December 2025. So custom container it is.

Custom container

Installing Gemini CLI into a Node.js‑based container and allowing access to only a specific directory
seems like a sane compromise. I did pull together a few lines of code and come up with a repository.
Once you clone it and read the README.md file you get the idea which is:

1. build a container with Gemini CLI inside
2. create a custom gemini command that takes a directory path as a parameter
3. rungeminiwith any directory you like tomake available only that one specific path to Gemini

CLI and nothing else
4. let’s hope files won’t get deleted and if so you can always restore from GIT

Let’s hope

Once Gemini wants to modify local files it always asks ‑ at least in theory. And if it does mess things
up, you can always restore from the repository ‑ knowing that this is the only path it could touch, not
your entire disk(s).
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https://geminicli.com/docs/get-started/installation/#2-run-in-a-sandbox-dockerpodman
https://gitlab.com/imn1/gemini
https://gitlab.com/imn1/gemini/-/blob/master/README.md

	I don't trust Gemini, but …
	Letting AI into your codebase
	AI in a container
	Custom container
	Let's hope


